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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
JILL:  We’re so pleased to be with you here today to share our vision for the Digital Innovation and Learning Lab.   

As we spark your interests today, we encourage you to learn more by visiting the DIALL website for more details and additional information.





What is DIALL? 
A Space to Inspire Creative Envisioning
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New Ways of Thinking about Literacy & Learning  
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Jill:  The Digital Innovation and Learning Lab is a Space to Inspire Creative Envisioning and to think in new ways about Literacy and Learning.  

DIALL is a place of discovery and wonder, of questioning and connecting and of learning in ways that stretch our imagination.   

DIALL is not a room full of technologies, it’s a place of connection, where innovative teaching practices and transformative learning unfold.  

It’s also a research space where the College of Ed community can launch projects linked to digitally-enhanced meaning making.   




Learning Shifts and Changes

Presenter Notes
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Literacy and Learning has always been about change -- the goals that DIALL has set forth are not intended to replace the tried and true ways of learning we all hold dear 

 but instead to supplement and expand the possibilities for new approaches to  teaching and learning as classrooms and learning contexts evolve in the digital age. 



Learning in the Digital World

Presenter Notes
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Learning the contexts of today and tomorrow need to adapt to the digital texts, tools, and apps that surround us.  

Studying learning in the digital world is exciting and full  unknowns.  

In DIALL we’re pioneering new state of the art approaches that have the potential to transform the field. 



Invites Exploration with Technologies and Hands-on Materials  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DIALL is a community experience that offers a chance to explore different forms of learning with technologies and hands on materials.  

Working and learning with others expands Creativity and can enhance Expression of Ideas in Multiple Modes and forms. 



Engaged Learning with Technologies

Presenter Notes
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DIALL offers visionary possibilities for engaged learning with technologies.  

Learning that incorporates VR experiences,  green screen backgrounds that transport learners around the globe or under the ocean, 3D design and printing of creative artifacts, and 360 ‘in the round” camera footage 

opens the doors to new forms of literacy prompting deep learning adventures.  



Exploration with Technology Connects Learning
And Extends Meaning Making 

Presenter Notes
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Exploring and learning with technologies involves risk taking and diving into the unknown.  

Friends and colleagues help surface new understandings and keep motivation high, as the processes may take twists and turns.  

Discussing the process and the outcomes of digital discovery gives learning a social purpose and extends meaning making and 

builds resilience and open mindedness for future  learning opportunities. 



Relevant Learning Supports Active Engagement 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Setting our own goals and connecting in relevant ways with peers and colleagues (as seen in one of our DIALL events)

keeps learning relevant and supports active engagement. 



Presenter Notes
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Digital literacies is a process that happens by doing and engaging -- exploring by yourself, then working in collaboration with others to make choices and uncover new possibilities. 

 Having the support of other learners bridges guided,  facilitated learning and self-directed learning.  

Reflection and discussion tie the experiences together in ways that can be transformative. 



Spearhead Change of Educational Possibilities

Impacts for Learners Impacts for Teacher 
Education

Innovative Education Possibilities 
Fish bowl 
Technique
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One innovative possibility in DIALL supporting teaching colleagues through the use of a fishbowl technique, or teaching in the round.  

Demonstration lessons are observed with a facilitator working with Learners in the center.  

By positioning teachers-in-training around the outside,  as observers, opens the possibilities for watching and gathering new techniques.  

Observation invites connections that pave the way for experimenting later on with the observed techniques.  

This peer supports aids in expanding our teaching repertoires. 



Aims to Create  a More Equitable and Student-Centered 
Learning Environment

Extended Opportunities for Learning in digitally enhanced learning spaces
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DIALL is a learner centered environment that builds in lots of opportunities for choice.  

Through choice, learners spend time investing a range of experiences, some that they stick with, and other they may just dabble in to become familiar. 

Activity choices extend opportunities to connect, to experiment, and to tap into learners’ agency to follow their interests with the support of their peers and instructors.  

The end result moves learners from fear of new experiences to fascination with digitally enhanced learning spaces. 



To Work with Community and Build Partnerships and Collaborations Engaged and Collaborative Learning Environment
through school and community partnerships
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DIALL is designed to Build research into Practice Connections -- 

Imagine events and programs where schools, teachers, and community members can come together. 

 The  learning that happens in DIALL will continue to evolve in response to needs of our learning community 

as new partnerships grow take shape.  



Pre-Covid Programming Illustrates 
Expanded Opportunities 
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JILL:  These images have shown the expanded opportunities that DIALL’s programming has offered pre-COVID.  

We’re excited to kick off a whole new slate of programming as the DIALL space and events we have planned take shape into the Fall and beyond. 



Cultivate Research OpportunitiesCultivate Research & Practice Opportunities 

DIALL Podcasting Bay & Audio Recording Capabilities
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Blaine:  Given the increased need to understand the role of technology in education, this space will cultivate research opportunities for students and faculty. 

For example, there is currently a podcasting bay with audio recording capabilities in DIALL. Several groups in the college have already used this technology for their own teaching and learning purposes. 



Blaine’s Digital Literacies ResearchBlaine’s Digital Literacies Research 
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Presentation Notes
Blaine: I’d like to spend a bit of time detailing our specific research goals and perspectives.

My research focuses on how we can expand definitions of literacy across multiple modalities and digital spaces. In particular, this work examines three main areas: The first is understanding how culturally and linguistically diverse youth learn and express themselves through technology, 2) developing strategies to support educators when integrating technology in the classroom, and 3) designing new research methods to understand youth’s complex digital literacies.  

Much of this work has been situated in underserved and Title 1 schools with the goal of helping teachers find effective ways to leverage the innovative learning opportunities made possible through technology




Jill’s Digital Literacies Research 

New Literacies & Learning Practices
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Jill’s research connects schools, teachers, informal educators and communities within and beyond K-12 and higher education.   

Her work positions digital literacies as creative, collaborative, inquiry-centered work that has implications for social justice, equity, and inclusion. 

Jill’s perspectives draws from new literacies and online reading through learning practices that are digitally connected and  interest driven.  

This work opens possibilities for collaboration and problem solving and the acquisition of strategies that can be flexibly applied across learning contexts. 




Research:  Innovative Learning Environments
Equity and Inclusion     

Participants gathered at Arizona’s Biosphere 2 Feb. 25-28, 
2019 

Principles for Equity-centered Design of STEAM 
Learning-through-Making
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Blaine: In the past couple years since joining the University of Arizona, we’ve already been successful in securing grants to support our research focused on digital literacies.

One exciting project funded by the National Science Foundation involved bringing together multiple stakeholder groups to develop principles for designing equitable digital learning spaces. This project resulted in a white paper and a follow-up NSF grant that Jill is a part of.



Designing and Implementing 
International Immersive Virtual Field Experiences (IIVFE)

Janee LaFuze Virtual Field Experience In Zimbabwe (an immersive experience integrating music, 
narration, and first hand accounts of her learning experiences)  
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Blaine: We were recently delighted to learn that DIALL was awarded a grant by the Longview Foundation. This project will work with local teachers to create and share their own international immersive virtual field experiences that connect both students and teachers to the world.


https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1423188427288870914


Multimodal Meaning-Making: 
Digital Projects in the ELA Classroom 

Presenter Notes
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Blaine: One of my recent projects was funded by the National Academy of Education and Spencer Foundation. It examined how 10th grade bilingual students at a Title 1 school were able to engage with literature  by creating a variety of digital projects, including hypertexts, videos, and podcasts. Findings from this study suggest these projects can support content learning, engagement, collaboration, and identity expression.



Multimodal Meaning-Making: Problem-Solving 
Climate Change through Digital Sci-Fis 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In another one of my projects funded by the National Science Foundation, middle school students problem solved local climate change issues through collaborative digital science fictions. These online books weaved a variety of media with writing and were shared widely online and at an International Science Fiction festival.
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Together with colleagues nationally, Jill and the Jewel Lewis scholars from the College of Education are building a National Research Coordination Network.  This NSF funded project  is a 4 year effort to develop research and practice partnerships that look at community-making practices as a way to BROADEN KNOWLEDGE OF and PARTICIPATION IN STEM teaching and learning. 



DIALL is Everyone’s Space 
Grad, Masters, and Undergraduate Student Connections

Amanda Bermudez:  Food Memories
TLS 515:  Learning and New Media 

Veronica Oguilve & Laurie Sheldon 
Peanut Butter Falcon Podcast 

TLS 515:  Learning and New Media 

Chris Sanderson, Sam Frantz, Wen Wen 
Pre-Service Teacher and L3 Immersive Virtual Field Trips

TLS 318:  Teaching and Learning with New Technologies 

Fighting Hunger at the UA Food Pantry
Digital Activism Campaign

Whole Class Advocacy and Outreach
TLS 430/530:  Literacy/Technology
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Ultimately, DIALL is everyone’s space -- It’s a space for students, faculty, staff and community.  It serves teacher education programs and schools as well as pre-service, in-service, and teachers in training. 

We have illustrated examples of  ways DIALL has sparked  innovative digital projects and community partnerships.  For example, Our students in undergraduate and graduate courses have created documentary videos,  podcasts, and virtual field trips.  One class of  students launched a digital activism campaign focused on food insecurity among students in collaboration with the University of Arizona Food Pantry.


https://www.thinglink.com/video/1374948219523432449/editor
https://prezi.com/view/PEA5Mxsvc88d9su0cQcb/


Research Goals

College of Education Goals

Community Partnership Goals
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To our knowledge, The DIALL space is one of the first of its kind to specifically focus on advancing research on digital literacies and culturally and linguistically diverse learners in a variety of educational settings.

We are excited to continue expanding the reach of our our research, as well as future impacts DIALL can have on the college of education and the broader community






Contact Us

Blaine Smith:
blainesmith@arizona.edu 

Jill Castek
jcastek@arizona.edu 

Video & Resources on 
DIALL’s Website

https://diall.coe.arizona.edu/
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Please feel free to contact us and explore additional resources on our website 

https://diall.coe.arizona.edu/
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